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A Conceptual Analysis of Knowledge from the Perspective of Imam Sadiq

Hussein Husseinian Mo ghadam'
From the perspective of Imam Sadiq, knowledge holds a fundamental position in shaping
religious identity and organizing both individual and social life. Far from being merely
an abstract concept or a tool for learning, knowledge is deeply intertwined with ethical,
spiritual, and practical dimensions. However, common interpretations often reduce
knowledge to a mere cognitive phenomenon or educational instrument, overlooking its
revitalizing and responsibility-inducing nature, as well as its inextricable link to religion
and practice. Employing an interdisciplinary approach and a documentary-narrative
methodology, this study analyzed the historical implications and profound concepts of
knowledge to delineate its nature and application in the view of Imam Sadiq and to highlight
its prominent status within the Shia intellectual framework. To this end, foundational
data were extracted from authentic Shia narrative texts and historical sources, enabling a
re-examination of Imam Sadiq's intellectual system regarding knowledge, the scholar,
the recording and the transmission of knowledge within the Imami epistemological
framework. The findings revealed that, for Imam Sadiq, knowledge is purposeful, guiding,
and revitalizing; it elevates the human condition in both this world and the Hereafter
while elucidating the foundations of understanding. Furthermore, the Imam emphasizes
knowledge that is accompanied by self-awareness, a monotheistic worldview, and divine
obedience, thereby safeguarding society against belief deviations and damages.
Keywords: Imam Sadiq, knowledge from the perspective of Imam Sadiq, the scholar
within the intellectual framework of Imam Sadiq, the transmission of knowledge, the

recording of knowledge from a religious viewpoint.
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AHistorical Analysisofthe Rationale for Appointment, Duties,and Characteristics
of Officials during the Administrative Life of the Prophet Mohammad

Mohammad Javad Yavari Sartakhti'
Throughout history, Muslim rulers have appointed officials and defined their duties
to establish governance and achieve their objectives; the designation of positions and
responsibilities, the rationale behind appointments, and the criteria for selection were
all aligned with the political ideology and goals of the ruler or the government. Since the
progress of any government depends on having officials who can assist rulers in realizing
their objectives, a comprehensive model for this process is essential. This study aims to
analyze the logic governing the selection of officials, the definition of their duties, the
provision for their needs, the oversight of their performance, and the core criteria involved
in this process; thus, the study employed an analytical-historical approach to address the
question of whether a systematic model for contemporary political systems could be derived
from the life of the Prophet of Islam, as both a religious—political leader and the founder of
the Islamic state. The findings indicated that, across all governmental affairs, the Prophet
Mohammad appointed officials based on divine logic and criteria to facilitate public affairs
and implement divine laws; furthermore, alongside ensuring their remuneration and rights,
he paid close attention to evaluating and supervising their performance. Based on these
findings, the study identified the logic and criteria for selecting Islamic officials and their
activities within the Islamic society.
Keywords: officials during the life of the Prophet Mohammad, governmental duties
during the life of the Prophet Mohammad, the rationale behind the appointment of officials,

characteristics of officials and oversight during the life of the Prophet Mohammad.
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TheRole ofthe Prophet of Islam in Realizing Social Convergence Based on Ethics

Ramezan Mohammadi ', Mohammad Bagher Khazaili
This study was conducted to explore and explain the role of the Messenger of God in
fostering social convergence and bridging ethnic and tribal divides based on ethics, which
constitutes a core Islamic objective and ideal. Employing a documentary-analytical
method and drawing upon sources of Sirah and history, the research examined the Prophet
Mohammad's role in this regard. The findings indicated that, rather than engaging in
outright opposition to the tribal system to foster unity, the Prophet Mohammad managed it.
To eliminate divisiveness and cultivate cohesion, he utilized strategies such as tolerance,
affection, prioritizing ethics in thought and action, engaging people in social activities,
instilling a sense of responsibility and a constructive spirit, establishing general pacts
and the Covenant of Brotherhood, fostering affinity between the Muhajirin (emigrants)
and Ansar (helpers), eliminating tribal fanaticism, practicing consultation and forming
councils, and ensuring the well-being and elevated status of women. The outcome of this
approach was the establishment of social justice and the realization of enduring solidarity
within the Islamic society.
Keywords: the ethical conduct of the Prophet Mohammad, the Prophet Mohammad's

Hijrah (migration), Prophetic ethics, social convergence.
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A Critical Typology of Approaches to Violence-Oriented Narratives in
Contemporary Mahdism Studies

Mahdieh Pakravan' , Ali Mohammad Valavi
In Twelver Shia narratives, alongside the glad tidings of the advent of Imam Mahdi, there
are passages depicting warfare and violent slaughter. In recent decades, these narratives
have become a contentious subject within eschatological studies. The present study aims to
critically categorize and evaluate the approaches taken by Muslim scholars regarding these
narratives and to identify research gaps in this field; thus, the works of Muslim scholars
(Shia, Sunni, and Wahhabi), who have directly critiqued, defended, or interpreted these
narratives over the past four decades, were examined using a descriptive-analytical
approach; they were then categorized and evaluated based on the nature of their engagement
with the material. These works were first classified into two categories as "implicit
analysis" and "implicit-attributional analysis" after which the views of both proponents
and opponents of the Shia Mahdism concept were analyzed within these frameworks. The
findings showed that opponents, particularly the Wahhabis, have selected and highlighted
only a few specific narratives from the Mahdavi narratives that provide a suitable basis for
taunting and criticizing the Shiites, by ignoring attributional analysis, historical contexts,
or internal sectarian critiques. Conversely, scholars supporting the concept have examined
those narratives that lack sufficient analytical comprehensiveness from implicit or
implicit-attributional perspectives. So far, no comprehensive typology of these narratives
has been conducted that incorporates an analysis of their evolution, historical context,
social background, and a comparison of narratives attributed to the Innocents; furthermore,
modern Hadith studies methodologies have not been utilized to date these narratives or
uncover the contexts of their emergence. Therefore, by identifying and extracting existing
gaps, the present research paves the way for designing methodical, problem-oriented, and
historically grounded studies within the field of Mahdism.
Keywords: Mahdi, Mahdism studies, Mahdism narratives, violence-oriented

narratives, messianism.

Paper Type:Research ~ ReceptionData:03/10 /2025  RevisionData: 10 /01 /2026  Acceptance Date:31/01 /2026
1.Ph.D. in History of Islam, Researcher of Puyafekr Research Center, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

Email: pakravan.vela@gmail.com ORCID: 0009-0003-1820-1337

2. Professor, Department of History, Alzahra University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: a.valavi@alzahra.ac.ir ORCID: 0000-0001-7585-9395

o
i)
f=3
(]
=
5}
£
£
=
w2
3
M)
=l
E=
o
15}
=
S
=
g
v
—
Z
=}
=
z
2
2
jan}
=3
=
@
I
=
=
<
=
<
=
£
=
=3
]
=
=
g
=]
@
o
b=
5
D
w




©
Q
o
a
=
5]
g
£
=
7]
3
P
5
=l
2
2
o
S
£
8
3
>~
z
B
=
=
L
2
jan}
z
/M
L
=
=
<
o
=)
E
g
]
5]
2
=
2
2
e}
3
h=]
=
5
3
%2

A Historical Analysis of the War Tactics of the Jews of Khaybar in the Battle
against the Muslims

Vahideh Heiran', Hussein Izadi %, Zahra Rouhollahi Amiri?
The battle of Khaybar in the seventh year of the Hijrah (628 CE) marked a turning point
in the political, economic, and social evolution of the nascent Islamic community. This
victory consolidated the foundations of the Prophet Mohammad's rule and paved the way
for the spread of Islam across the Arabian Peninsula. The present study aimed to uncover
the covert strategies employed by the Jews during the Battle of Khaybar to counter the
Prophet of Islam and the Muslims. Utilizing a documentary-analytical method with a
historical approach, the study examined the various dimensions and characteristics of the
battle. The findings revealed that, compared to the Muslims, the Jews possessed significant
defensive and military advantages, such as fortified strongholds, indirect defensive tactics,
psychology of war (aimed at intimidating Muslims with Khaybar's military might), and
alliances with Arab tribes. However, strategic weaknesses, including tactical inflexibility,
over-reliance on fortifications, failure in psychological warfare, and a lack of full
coordination with Arab allies, ultimately led to their defeat by the Muslims.
Keywords: battle of Khaybar, military strategy, Jews of Khaybar, battles of the Prophet

Mohammad.
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Exploring the Dimensions of the Peace Treaty of Imam Hassan Based on Arnold
Toynbee's Challenge and Response Theory

Shahnaz Karimzadeh', Zahra Ziaei 2
The Peace Treaty of Imam Hassan stands as a pivotal moment in the political history of
Islam; while frequently examined through jurisprudential, historical, Hadith-based, or
theological lenses, it has rarely been analyzed within a macro-explanatory framework.
The theoretical gap regarding a civilizational interpretation of this event underscores the
necessity of re—examining it through Arnold Toynbee's "challenge and response” theory.
This study aims to analyze the Peace Treaty of Imam Hassan as a "civilizational response”
to the array of political, social, and cultural challenges characterizing the Umayyad era.
Employing a historical-analytical method and a comparative analysis between the types
of the challenge and the Imam's strategic response, the study organizes and analyzes data
which were derived from primary sources and authoritative research, within the conceptual
framework of Toynbee's theory. The findings revealed that the Peace Treaty was not
merely a political act but a civilizational strategy designed to preserve the cohesion of
the Islamic community, safe its identity, and avert structural collapse. Consequently, the
treaty exemplifies the prioritization of "civilizational survival" over military confrontation,
a move that facilitated the historical continuity of intellectual movements, including Shia
thought, into subsequent eras. By offering a theoretical interpretation of this event, the
study sheds light on patterns of civilizational response during times of crisis.
Keywords: Peace Treaty of Imam Hassan, Arnold Toynbee's theory, controversies

surrounding the Peace Treaty, Mu'awiyah era, Islamic civilization.
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